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Dear Mr. Caton:

The United States Global Positioning System Industry Council
(USGIC) is a trade association of manufacturers of global positioning system
(GPS) receiver equipment which integrates Part 15 spread specttUm data
communications equipment in its tracking and reporting applications. On
behalf of USGIC, I am filing the original and one copy of this written ex
parte communication pursuant to Section 1. 1206(a)(I) of the Commission's
rules.
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GPS is a global information utility with worldwide military and
commercial applications that was developed by US Government agencies, for
over a twenty-year period and for an investment of $12 billion. GPS is an
existing and proven technology for Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) and
Intelligent Vehicle and Highway Systems (IVHS). When integrated with
existing and proven data communications technologies, GPS can meet many
or all of the needs proposed to be addressed by Automatic Vehicle
Monitoring (AVM) in a more spectrally efficient manner, with no threat of
disruption to ongoing activities in the 902-928 MHz band. It would be to the
Commission's benefit to seek the most complete information possible on
existing technologies such as GPS in meeting these needs in order to ensure
the most rational use of the spectrum resource and in order to reach a fully
informed resolution which will stand as a legacy to the public good.
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We propose that the Commission issue a Public Notice requesting
comment specifically on the extent to which services based on existing
technologies, including GPS and any others that are pertinent, may be able
to fill any or all of the needs proposed to be addressed by AVM. In
response to such a notice we will have sufficient time to provide detailed
inputs on the accuracy and utility of GPS in AVL. In addition, this Public
Notice will allow time for a broader range of opinion to be solicited from the
many small, mid-size, and large companies nationwide who are using GPS­
based AVL, and who are unaware of this pending decision.

It is our strong belief that consumer markets should determine
optimum technology use. Premature intervention, not only deprives the
public of benefits of competition, but it is a disincentive to innovation. Our
experience is that competition maximizes entrepreneurial energy, which
results in maximum job creation.

We strongly support the views expressed in the ex parte filing ofMay
27, 1994 on this same subject by Mitchell Lazarus on behalf of Symbol
Technologies, Inc.
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